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eanacknowledgment of their own diſpleaſure-at it. However, 
their boldneſs is inexcuſable, who {hall endeavour to impoſe on 
he World inmatters known ; not by Gazeri% and News-letters, 
ut by an infinite number of Fugitives ; of all Corditions; who 
zave nothing lefr but Tears and Miſeries to bripg along with 
hem: into Forreign Nations. | ? Tis . certainly too barbarons 
d.oppreſs-innocent People in their own Country, and after- 
ards to ſtifle their Complaints in other places where they are 
iven; and by this means deprive them of a compaſſion which 
ie bare inſtinfts of Nature never refuſe to the miſerable. Yet 
is is the courſe our Perſecutors of France have held; their 
ruelty muſt -be attended with Impoſtures, that the miſchiefs 
hich'they have ated may paſs undiſcovered. PF Sys 
$81 think we ſhould be_much to blame, 'if we fuſfer them to go 
"8 in this ſecond defign, as they have done in the firſt; and there- 
Fre we ſhall chooſe ſome principal Inſtances, whereon we ſhall 
"make fuch Reflections, as thereby to judge with greater evidence 
1 exaQneſs on the whole proceeding. And as we ſhall offer no- 
ng but what ſhall beperfe&ly true; ſo we ſhalladyancenothing 
bur refletions, but what all the world of reaſonable people wil 


To begin with matters of Fat : There's no body but knows, 
at a while after his preſent Majeſty of Fraxre came to the 
pwn there aroſe. in the Kingdom a Civil War ;. which proved 
ſharp and deſperate, as brought the State, within an hairs 
hadth of utter ruine. *Tis alſo known, that-1n the midſt of 
-ltheſe Troubles, thoſe of the Reformed Religion, kept their 
'{Soyalty in fo inviolable 2 MABNEE, and attended it with ſcp 2 
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SLLL2Z LOUNCG NITTHELT ONs. 
liged to give publick marks ofit, by a Declaration made at St, 
Germains, in the year \1652+- T hen as well. at Court, as 1n the 
Field, cach ſtrove to proclaim loudeſt the deſerts of the Refor. 
miſts ; aud the Queen Mother her ſelf, readily acknowledged, # 
That they bad preſerved the State 4 This 1s KNOWN by all, but " 
"twill hardly be helicved,: though be to0 true, what"Guj "Ene- bo. 
mies themſelys an hundred trmes41ld us ; and which theftquel ©: 
123 bnt<00 ſhrewdly confirmed; that this was preciſely, th&prin- 
cipal a2d moſt eſſen:1al cauſe of our rvine; and of all themiſ- Þ 
chiefs which we have ſince ſuffered. Endeavours were uſed to # 
envenom all theſe important Services in the Kings and his Mini 
ſters minds, by periwading them, that if in this occaſion} this 4 
party could conſerve the Sate z this ſhewed,/ they could Kkewiſe Þ 
overthrow it, ſhould they have ranked themſelves on the othex 2 
ſide ;. and might ſtill doit, when ſuch alike occaſion ſhould offer 
ic ſelf. that therefore this party muſt be ſuppreſſed, and the © 
good they have done no longer regarded ; but asan indication 
of the miſchief, which they may one day be capable of doing; '; 
This Diabolical reaſoning, which hinders Sibje$ts from ſerving || 
their Prince, to avoid drawing 6n themlſetves chaſtiſements, in '? 
ſtead of recompences, was relifh*d as a piece of moſt refined 3 
Policy, For as ſoon as the Kingdom was ſetled in pcace, the 
deſign. wasadvanced of deſtroying'the Reformiſts; and -the bet 3 
ter to make them comprehend that their Zeal had ruine{them, 
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the Cities which had ſhewed moſt of it, were firſt bzpun'with: Z 
Immediatly then, on ſlight pretences, they fell on Rochel,” Mon-% 
:zarban, and Millan; three Town,. where thoſe of the reformed W 
Religion, had moſt fiznalized themſelyvs for the interreſts of the 
Court ; Rechel underwent ati infinite number of preſcriptions, 
Mont auban and. Millan were Tatktby the fonldiers.' But theſe 
pclnip but particular ſtr6kes and' mere pfeludes; which decided® 
nothing, they tarried not long before they made appear? the Freat® 
and general Machines,they were to uſe inthe carrying on of theit3 
intended deſign tothe laſt extremity. *'Twill be a diſficulemat-? 
. ter tO pivean exatt account of theſe ſeveral niethods: for fiever # 
An. pance produced ſuch multiplicity of ther every day 
brought forth new ones for twenty years together. To- rakebnly./1 
notice of the chief of them; which were, Firſt; 'Law' Suits -i8 7 
Qourts of Jultice. © Secondly, Deprivations from all kinds off 
Offices and Ewploys ;- and uu genaraly of all ways of ſubBſtayee 
6 T hirdly;! 
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| y forraih Wars ; yet whole ſucceſs 
; ſe their Courage, and con- 

rm them inthe deſign which they had againſt us. ©. +»: 
| The firſt of theſe means has had an infinite extent,” We ſhould 
cgin with the "recital of all:the Condemnations of Churches; 
r {uppreſſions of exerciſes of Religion, and all the other -vexa- 
jons which have happened by the eſtabliſhing of Commiſſaries 3 
his was a ſnare dexterouſly laid immediately after the Treaty 
bf the Princes, the King under pretence of repairing the Edict 
of Nants, ſent them 1in.the Provinces... The Roman Catholick 
Commiſſary was every. where his Majeſties Intendant-z whowas 
beſufe a fit man for the purpoſe, armed with the Royal: Autho- 
rity; "and "who was well inſtructed in; the ſecret aim. - The 
Sdther, was either ſome hungry Officer, a Slave to the Court; or 
ome poor Gentlemen, who haduſally neither intelligence requi- 
Dre in theſe ſort of affairs, nor the liberty of ſpeakinghis-Senti- 
= Fents.” ' The Clergy had Set, them.up-; He. was there ambulatory 
Spirit. The Synodicks were xcccived before them as formal-par- 
=Kics inslFour affairs; the aſſignations were-£1ven 1n-ther- name, 
thc proſecutions alfo ; and as well the diſcords of :the Commit- 
*Kries, as the Appeals from their Ordinances, moſt-be finally de- 
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handthafithe, providing againſt the Contraven- 
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obs it happned, that the modeſty of the Judge 
by the great eyidence of their right, as this 3 
; beſides that, the, number. was ſinall, in come 


e condemned, the Judges often receivedorder to 
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all the cry We 
Man of a Ret 
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for fear of drawing the fury of the whole Cabal againſt him, or 
paſſing for a favourer of Hereticks. 7Tis not to be imagined 7 
how many unjylt Sentences theſe ſorts of Prejudices have given, 7 
in all the Conrts of the Kingdom ; and how many mens Fami- 
lies haye been ruined by%em : when any one complained, thean- 7 
ſwer was ready, You have your remedy in your own hands, why do 3 
you not turn Catholick, ho 3g 
Yet all this had' been nothing, had the Perſecution kept here, | 
and not proceeded to faſten on the Reputation, the Liberty, and 7 
even the very Lives of perſons, by a general inundation ( as 2 
man may term 1t ) of criminal Proceſſes. Writings were Printed. 
at Pars, and ſent from thence to all Cities and. Pariſhes of the Þ 
Kingdom, which impowered the Curates, Churchwardens and © 
others, to make an exact enquity into whatſoever the pretended 1 
Reformiſts might haye done, or ſid, for twenty years paſt, as 
well on the ſubjeCt of Religon as otherwiſe, to make Inform- - 
rape Of ris before the Juſtices of the place ; and puniſh them |, 
without remiſſion, So have we ſeen for everal years, in execs 4 
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in 1669.. they" vere retuced to on; 

the Proteſtants were more in number 3 

than the other Tnhabitan's 3 and they were forbidden to recein' 
any therein till this diminution was made, which at one ſtroke'28 


thing of this nature. 
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King Ho 


12.1684, all Secretaries belonging to the King and Great 
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rs of France, 2s - well Titufaty. Uas Honorary ones. and their” © * 
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bidows, were deprived by'« Revocation 'of all their Privi: 
dpes of what nature ſoeyer they were. They alſo deprived all 
of that had purchaſed any Priviledges' for the exerciſing of any 
tofeſlions, as Merchants, Surgeons; Apothecaries, and Vin- 


rs, and all others, without exception. / 
2AN=y, they proceeded to this exceſs, that they would not ſuffer 
my Midwives of the Reformed Religion to do their Office, and 
reſly ordained for the future, our Wives ſhould receive no aſ- 
ance/ in that Condition,” buc from Roman Catholicks. ?Tis 
to be expreſt how many particular Perſons and Families they 
Inced every where, by theſe ſtrange and unheard of Methods, 
Ruine and Miſery.. © But becauſe there were yet many which 
vld ſuſtain themſelves ; other Methods of Oppreſſion muſt be 
rented : To this end they iſſued out an EdiCt from the Council, 
which the new Converts, as they .call them, were difcharged 
m any Payments of their Debts for three yeers. This, for the 
ſt part, fellon the Reformiſts, who, having had a more par.1- 
lar Tyeof Intreſt and' Aﬀair with theſe pretended Conver.s, 
cauſe of their Communion of Religion, were reckoned amongſt 
eir Chief Creditors : By this Order they had found the ſecret 
recompenſe thoſe that changed,” at the charge of thoſe who 
Eantinued firm : and this they did likewiſe. by another way;; for 
Mey diſcharged the' Converts of -ail the Debts which thoſe of the 
FMeligian had contracted in common, which by conſequence fell 
Wi the reſt. Add to this, the Prohibicion to Sell or Alienate their 
ates on any pretence whatever, the King annulling and break- 
p all Contracts, and other Acts relating to that Matter; if jt 
| not appear;- that after theſe "Acts, they had ſtayed" 19 the 
dgdom a whole Year : ſo that the laſt Remedy of helping 
mſelves with their Eſtates in extream Neceſſity, . was taken 
m them. They deprived them: likewiſe of another, whkici 
medthe only one remaining ; which was, to ſeek their bread 
Egewhere, by retiring into'other Countries, there to Fet their 
S8ing by Labour, ſince this was: not permitted them in' France. 
repeated Edicts the King forbad them to. leave his Kingdom, | 
aFſcvere Penaltics, which drove' them to the laſt Deſpair ; ſince 
mey ſaw themſelves reduced to the horrible Neceſſicy of dying. 
with hunger in their own Countrey, without daring to go to live 
Elfewhere.. - But the Cruelty of their Enemies ſtopt not here, 
or there yet remained ſome Gleanings in the Provinces, though 
Fry tew.and as thin as thoſe 181 Pharaohs Dream; The IntenJants. 
| EE. B o | 1-8 
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in their Diſtrits had order to load the Reformed with Taxes; 
which they did, either by ſaying upon them the Tax -of/the New 
 Cathalicks; who were diſcharged thereof on favour of their Con- | 
verſion ;-or by laying exorbitant Taxeswhich they called Duties ; 
that is to fay, he who in the ordinary Roll was aſſeſſed at Fore 
ty or Fifty Livers, was charged by this Impoſitian, at feven'or | 
eight. hundred. Thus had they nothing more left, for all-wag-. 
4 Prey to the Rigour of the Intendants: They raiſed their Taxes | 
by the effetual quartering of Dragoons, or Impriſonment, from 
| whence they were not freed till they had paid the- utmoſt - Far. 
thing. | ET + 
Thicke were the two firſt Engines or Machines whichthe Clergy 
made uſe ofagainſt us : To which they added a Third, which we 
have termed the Infrattions of the - Edict of Naztes, under pre- 
tence of Explication. .Thoſe who would know their Number 
and Quality, need only read the Books written and publiſhed on 
this Subject, as well by the Jeſuit Mermer, an Author famous for 
his Illafions; as by one Bearard, an Officer in the Preſidial 
Court of Beſier in Languedoc. There you will find all the turns 
which the meaneſt and' moſt unworthy Sopheſtry could invent, - 
to clude the cleareſt Texts of the Edict, and to corrupt -the 
Sincerity thereof. But becauſe we do here give you only: a brief 
Account of our Troubles, we will content our ſelves with ob- 
ſerving ſome of the principal, iſſuing from this Fountain; What 
was there, for Example, more clear and unqueſtionable in the 
Edit than this, Viz. That *twas given with an Intention to main- 
tain thoſe of the Religion, in all the Rights that Nature and Civil 
Society give to Men. Yet in 1681, there came out an Edict,that 
Childrenmight at the Age of Seven years, abjure the Reformed 
Religion, and imbrace. the Cathol:ck, under pretence, that: the 
' Edict did not preciſely mark, that at this Age: they ſhould centi- 
nue at their Parents Diſpoſal. Who ſees not that this was a | 
meer trick, ſeeing that on the one hand, the Edi forbad to take 
the Children from their Parents by force, or fair means : and of 
' the other hand,the EdiCt ſuppoſed and confirmed all the Natural 
Rights, of which,” without Controverſy, this - is cne-of the. 
© moſt inviolable. Was there ever xz more manifeſt Infrattion of 
_ the Edict than that, which forbad thoſe of the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion'who had palted over to the Romax, to return to that they 
had left, under pretence, that the Edi&t did not formerly; give 
them an expreſs termsthis Liberty. For when the Edit permits- 
KEN genc- 
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the S:qu 
moſt. part imagined they would } | 
ſome Bounds in our regard, and that they would not paſs to ato- 
tal D-ſtruCtion. pt Af hg ww. | TIe® 
-We have often drawn the ſame Concluſions from the ſeveral, 
Verta} D-clarations which came many times from the Kings own 
Mouth, that he pretended not to indulge us, but he would do us | 
perfect Juſtice, and let us enjoy the Benefits of the Edidts in their 
whole Extent ; that he would be very glad to ſee all his Subx:ats 
re-united to the Catholick Religion, and would, for the effectin 
this, contribute all his Power, but there ſhould be no Blood ſhed 
during his Reign, on this account, nor any violence exerciſed. 
Theſe preciſe and re-iterated declarations gave us hopes,the King 
would not forget them ; and eſpecially, in eſſential matters, he 
would let us enjoy the effects of his Bounty.and Equity. "LI was 
the more expected by a Letter he wrote to the Eleftor of Bran- 
denburg ; the Copies of which, the Miniſters of State took care to 
diſperſ: through the whole Kingdom. His Majeſty aſſured him, 
that. he was well ſatisfied with the Behaviour of his Proteſtant 
Subjects : From whence he drew this natural Concluſion, that he 
intended not then to deſtroy us. _ | 
__- To which we may add the manrgements uſed ſometimes in the 
Council, where Churches were conſerved, at the ſame time when 
others were ordered to be demoliſhed ;, to make the World be- 
lieve, they obſcrved mzaſures of Juſtice ; and that thoſe which 
they.condemned, were not grounded on gocd Titles. Sometimes 
' they ſoftned ſeveral too rigorous Decrees ; other times, they 
_ ſeemed not.to approve of the Violences offered by the littendants * 
and Maglltrates, even to the Fiving of Orders to modcrate them. 
In this manner did they hinder the execution of a Decree made 
in the Parliament of Rover, which cnjoyned thoſe of the Refor- 
med Religion to fall on their Knees when they met the Sacra- 
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ment. Thus did they ſtop the Proſecutions of a puny Judge of 
Charezton, who ordered us to ſtrike out of our Lirurgy a Prayer 
which was compoſed for the Fairhful, that groaned under the Ty- 
ranny of Antichriſt. ?Tis thus alſo, that they did not extreamly_ 
favour another Perſecution which began to come penetal inthe 
Kingdom againſt the Miniſters, under pretence of obliging them 
to take an Oath of Allegiance, wherein other Clauſcs Ls 10- 

Py _ ſerted, 
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- contraty to what Miniſters owe tO their Charges and. Co 
TE er | "Twas thosalſo they ſuſpend ed"the' Cxecnttion Se four , 
Edvifts, which themſelves had procured, as well totax the Mi-. 
pifters.asto oblige them to: reſide preciſely in the place where 
| they exerciſed their Miniſtry. With the ſame defign, the Syndic's - 
of the Clergy. had the art to-let the principal Churches of the 
Kingdom to he at reſt for many years without diſturbance in their 
 a{imblies; whiPſt they inthe mean time defolated all. thoſe in. 
the.Countrey. . They fuſpended alſo the condemnation of the 
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Univerſities, and reſerved them for laſt. Ir was alfo in this view, 


that at Couit, the fit ſt ſeemed- unable to belleve, and at laſt, not 


to appreve of the exceſſes which ono Afarillac, an Intendant of. 
Poirou, committed in his Province 2 a man poor and cruel,. more 

ft to prey onthe High-ways, than to be Intendantof a Province. _ 
though indeed they had a Clauſe exprefly to make theſe Expedi- _ 
tions.. But amovglt all theſe Illuſions, there's none more remark- 
able than five or ſix, which will not be improper here to take 
notice of : The firſt was, That «t the very time, when at the 
Court they iſſued out all the Decrees, Declarations, and Edicts, 
which we have ſpoken of here before, and which they cauſed to 
he put in execu:ion' with the greateſt rigour, at- the ſame time 
that they interdiced their Churches, Cemoliſhed their Temples, 
deprived particular perſons. of ihvir Cthces and Employments, 
reduced people to Poverty and Hunger, unprifoned them, loaded 
them wiih Fines, baniſd them; anc ina word,ravag?d a!meſſt all; 
the Intendants,Governours,Magiſtrates,and other Off'c.rs in Pa- 
745, and over all the Kingdom, coolly and -gravely gave cur, the 
King tad not the leaſt intention to touch the Edict of ares, but 
wculd molt Religiouſly obſerve it. Theſecond was, That in the 
ſame Edict which the King publſh'd, to forbid Romay Catholicks 
to. imbrace the Reformed Religion, which" w:s in the year 
1682. That 1s to ay, at a time When they had already greatly 
advanced the work of our Deſtruction , they cauſed a formal 
Clauſe to be 1nferted in thefe terms, That he confirmed the Edift 
of Nabtes, 4s much as it was, or ſhould be needful. Thethird, That. 
10 the Circular Letters which the King wrote to the Biſhops and 
Intendants, to oblige them to {iFnthe the Paſtoral Advertif. ment 
of the Clergy to our Confiſtortes, he telk them in expreſs terms, 
That ht Intention was not, that the ſhould ao any thing that minht 
ctrempt up:n what had ben gra: ted to thoſe of the Reformed Re Hes - 
by the Eaicts and Declarations made in their favour, The fourth, 
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afcer havin all 
he alſ6 ory Ars baniſh'd all the Miniſters 


edogt ee $f nee any Moleſtation on pretence of 
their Rexgion, gill it ſhall pleaſe God to enlighten and convert 
| them. Theſe were Amuſements and Snares to 'entrap them ;, as 


it has finceappeared, and it ſtill appears eyery day by the horcible 
uſages they ſuffer, and of which we ſhall ſpeak in what follows. 


| But we ſhall firſt mention a preparatory Machin, which the 
| Perſecutors have not failed to imploy to effeCt _theic Deſign, an! 
which we have reckoned to be the Sixth in. order. It conliitsi:: 
diſpoſing inſenfibly the People by degrees to defice our DeſtruRi- 
S on, to approve of it when done, and to diminiſh in their Mind 
_ the Horror which naturally they moſt have at the Cruelties 5 
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publiſh”d abroad, Thatno Vis enc 
and, the Converſions there ade. were wi ah tobe 
ſirſt, they took this meaſure, to Quarter'So [the 
vinces, almoſt at the ſametime, and chiefly Dragoons, Depot eld 
om,  Terrot Fn 


the moſt Reſolute Troops of the 
marched before them, and as it were by are ag all 'France was 
Thar the King would not longer ſuffer any 


Words, ifitbe yen ſtop th c In nput ence, Whc 
he beet 1) Erapice : 


filled with this News 

Hu zonots m b1s Kingoaw.' 3 ; and, that they muſt reſolve to change 

their Religion, nothing being. able to 4. them from it. . 

| They b:gan "with Rearn,where the Dragoons did their firſt Ex- 

a ecutions;theſe were followed ſoon after in H; 2b and Low Cutune, 
Kanto: gre, Aunix, Poitu, High Languedoc, Vi varets.and: Dauphine 3 $ 
afcer which, they came to Liouezs, .Gevennes, Low Languedoc, 
Provence, v, alees,,and the Country of Geix ; afterwards they fell 
on.the reſt of the Kingdom, Normandy, Bourgoigne, Nivernoix, 
and Berry ; the Countries of Orleans Tourain, Anjon, Britany, 
Champagne, Picardy, and the Ile of France, not. excluding Pars: 
it ſelf, which yoderwent the ſame Fate : The firſt thing the In- 
tendants were ordered: to do, was, to Summon the Cities and 
Commonalties. They aſſembled the Inhabitants rhereof, who 


profelſt the Reformed Religion, ahd there told chem, Twas the 
Y : King? Sg leaſure they 3 no! - de { » become Catholicks ; 
and if they would nat do it 
by force... The ere rat's 
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purſued, and;hunceglin theFieldvand Woods, an 
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near3he King's t ee: "vas Orr om thanall 
the reſt ; for immediarly there was a Decree of Council; which 
COM dedthent'to leave Par:s ini fifteen days, andreturnwich- 
ouzgdelay totheir own-Houſes; with a Prohibition to alk Perſons 
To ophexelagr lodge them in their Houſes: Some having: atiemp- 
Jorg Addreffes to the King, containinz, Complaints of 
ry, Uſages,phumbly beſteching:his/Majeſty to; ſtop the 
Fong therebF;;rtcerved no other: An Wer. thanthat of Tending 
then-to the BafHlee 1 nt off 
Before.we proceed any faitder.s 2mvll not be anife to moke 
ſome 3s ge eto The" firſt-ſhall de, that almoſt everywhere; at 
the Heal oftheſfednfernal 1s 0 nee oo and 
Milicary; Officers 'the locendan ergy yes - rar 9a rote 
cvery,0n& tris. Dideeſs,-witha Troop ot Mailonanes, 
and other-Exdeſiaſticks. = ava Sona bop wr pai as:they 
thonght noſt-itting to-oakry,on Converſions, atxV reſtrain natural . 
Pity:and:Campaſſion; ifat aby ringit fonnd<placein therhicarts 
of Dreg ther Commanders;wiith did mat oftemhappen: 
And-as for thOBitwþss they iy cre there ro kodpy! otlfepito 
recciverAbjbrataonty ahdtohais 2 gencfat arid Gevcre Tullpedtion, | 
that evefytbing thightpaſsthere according vo:thes Intentiansof 
the-Clergy. [The ſecond: thing obſervables is,”Tharwhen the 
Dcagoons had made ſome yizld; by all the Horrours which'they 
pre itedsothey; infinediately chavged-theio) Qniteers} and fenc 
them togheſe who-Kill-perſevereds -ThivOrdet wis phſervediits 
tis mannereventotheend:;ſomnth tharcheraſt; rhdpivtorſayy | 
thoſe who had ſhewed the greateſt Conltancy;? hactin ſinez<ſtane-: 
_ red owthem aloneall the Dragoons which atthe beginning were: 
mongftiallithenhabjrants- -—y Seq: whicas 
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Commander of the Forces, -again aſſembled theſe miſerable Tn- 
hadicants; already ruined, to exttort them toVb 
become Cathelicks 3 adding thereto molt terrible : 


they might 


over-awethem, and then the new Converts failed not 
© Execute: what tiecy had promiſed ; which they did with'the 
more ſucceſs, becauſe the People did yet put ſome kind of Con- 
_ dence inthem. ; wy Ms PE + 

-  Afourth Obſervation is, That when the Maſter of the Houſe, 


thinking to vetrid ofthe oons, had obeyed and what 
gi0Y5 Drag 


they would, he was not | from them for all this ; if his 
Wife, Children, and the meaneſt of his Dameſticks did noþ-do 
the me thing ; and when his Wife, or any of his Children, or 
Family fled, they.ceaſed nat to tormenc them,'till he had made 
them return : which often times being impoſlible, the change of 
their Religion did not at all availthem. + 2 
_ The Fifth is, That when theſe poor Wretches fancied their 
Conſriences would b: at reſt, by as me Form of an Equivo- 
cal Abjuration offered them z a little while afcer, theſe-cruel men 
came to them again, and made them Sign another, which age, wh 
them into ſuch depths, as caſt them into. the utmoſt deſpair. Nay 
farther, chey 
they imbraced the RemanReligion of their own accord ;_ with- 
out having been induced thereunto by any violent means. If after 


this, they ſcrupted ro go to Maſs, if they did not Communicate, 
if they did not rell their Beads, if by a | 
' they —_— any unwillingneſs, they had immediately a Fine laid 

, and they were forced to rcceive again their old 
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« WHhPft all this was ating in the Kingdom, the Court were con- 
ſalring togirethe laſt ſtroak ; which conſiſted in repealing the 
Edict of Nantes; much time was ſpent in drawing up the matter 
and form ofthis new Edit. Some would have the King detain 
all the Miniſters, and force them as they did the Laity, to change 
their Religion, or condema them to perpetual Impriſonment. 
They alledged for their reaſon, that if they did not do it, they | 
would be as ſo many dangerous Enemies againſt them in Forreign 2 
Nations. Others, on the contrary, affirm'd, that as long as the 
Miniſters continued in Fravce, this their preſence would encou- 
rage the People to abide in their Religion, whatſoever care might 
b. taken to hinder them ; and that ſuppoſing they ſhould change, 
they would be but as ſo many ſecret Adverfaries nouriſhed.in the : 
boſom of the Church of Rome ; ahd the more dangerous on the 
account of their knowledge and experience in Controverſial Mat-- 
ters. This laſt reaſoning prevailed ; *was then reſolved on, to - 
baniſh the Miniſters, and to give them no more than fifteen days 
time to depart the Kingdom. As to what remained, the. Edit wo 
was given to the Procurer-General of the Parliament of Paris, 
to draw, it uÞ in ſuch form as he ſhould judge moſt fitting... Bat . 
before the publiſhing of it, two things were thought neceſſary to 
| be done; The Firſt, to oblige the Allembly of the Clergy, ſepe- 
rately to preſent to the King a Requeſt concerning the Matter 
above mentioned ; 1n which alſo they told his Majelty, that they 
deſired not at preſent the repealing the Edit of Nantes ; andthe 
other, to ſuppreſs in general all kind. of Books made by them of 
the Reformed Religion, and to ifſve out an Order for that-pur- 
pole. .Bythe hrſt of theſe things, the Clergy-thought. to ſheker | 
themſelves from.the Reproaches which might be caſt on them;;as 
the Authors of ſo many Miſeries, Injuſtices,and Oppreſſions waich 
this Repeal Fould ſtill occaſion : And by the other, they pretend- 
ed to make the "Converſions much-more. caſe ( as they ſtyled 
them ) and confirm thoſe which had been already made, by taking 
irom the People all Books which might [inſtruct fortifie, agd 
bring them back apdid. . lies t ono; nd ect 
_ Infine, this Revocative Edit of : 
liſhed on Thurſday, being the 8th.-0 
*Tis ſaid, th 


tes Was Signed- and.Pub- 
ng the 8th. of Aftgher, in.theyear 1685, 
e Chancellor of Frence ſliewgd/an extream Joy in 
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Sealing it 5bnt it laſted not long, this being the laſt thing hedid ; - 
for 'as ſoon as he came. home from Forainvlean, he fell-fick, 
and died within a few days.\ ?Tis certain, that this Man's Palicy 
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; acher than his natural ſnclination, induced bim in his latter years 
t9 become one of our Perſecutors. nn Vt i OE Ve 1 
Tae Edict was Regiſtred in the Parliament of Parzs, and im- 
mediately after in the others. It contains a. Preface and Twelve 
Articles. la the Preface, the King ſhews that Hey the Great? 
Grandfather did not give the Edict, and Lewss.his Father did not 
confirm it by his other Edict of Ni/mes, but in” the deſign of en- 
deavouring more effequally the re-union of their Subjects of 
the pretended Reformed Religion, to the Cathol*c> Church ; and 
that this was 'alſo the defign hich. he had himſelf at his firſt 
coming to the: Crown, Taat'*tistruz, he had heen hindred by the 
Wars, which he w:s forced to carry on agaimſt the Enemies of 
h41s $.ate ;, but that at preſent b:1ng art Peace with all the Princes 
of Europe, he wholly gave himſelf to the making of this te-union. 
That God having given him the Grace of accompliſhing. it, and 
{eeing the greateſt and beſt part of his Subjects of the ſaid Religi- 
on had imbraced the Carholick, one, theſe Edicts. of Nanrs and. 
Niſmes conſequently became void and uftlefs.. By the firſt Arti- 
cle he Supprelles and Repeals them,” in all ther extent ; and or- 
dains that all the Temples which are found- yet ſtanding in his 
Kingdom, ſhall be immediately demoliſhed. - By the Second, he 
forbids all ſorts of Religious Afſemblies, of what kind ſoever. 
The Third, prohibits the Exerciſes of Religion to all Lords and 
Gentlemen of any Qnality, under Corporal Penalties and Confiſ- 
cation of their Eſtates. 'T he Fourth, baniſhes from his Kingdom 
all- the Miniſters, and injoyns them to depart thence within Fit- © 
teen days after the Publication of this Edict, under the Penalty of 
being ſent to the Gallies. - In the Fifch and Sixth, he promiſes Re- 
compences and'Advantages to the Miniſters and their Widdows, 
who ſhould change their Religion. In the' Seventh and Eighth, 
he forbids the Inſtructing of Children in the pretended Reformed 
Religion, and ordains, thatithoſe who ſhall be born henceforward, 
ſhall be baptized, and brought up in the Carholick, Religion, en- 
joyning Parents to ſend themto the Churthes, under the Penalty. 
of being Fined 50o Livers. The Ninth, gives fouxg Months time 
to'fuch Perſons as have:departed'already ont of the Kingdom, to 
return ; otherwiſe, their Goods and-Eſtates to. be. confiſcated- 
The Tenth; with repeated: Prohibitions; forbids all kis Subjects 6 
— | 0 
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Galfes for the Men and of Conkiſcation of Body and Goods 

the Women. The Eleventh, confirms the Declarations heretofore 
made agaiaſt thoſe that Relapſe. The Twelfth declares, that as 
co the reſt of his'Subjects of the ſaid Religion, they may, till God 
_ ealightens them, remain in the Cities of his Kingdom, Countries, 
4 ndLands of his obedience;there to continue their commerce and 
£1 their Eſtates without trouble or moleſtation, upon pretence 
of the ſaid: Rel: g1on, on condition,that they have no Aſenblies un- 
der pretext of Prayinz,or exerciſmg any relig1ous W or ſhip whateyer. 
_ _lnorderto put this Edict in Execution, the very ſame day that: 
it was Regiſtred.an1 Publiſhed at Paris, they began to demoliſh 
the Church of Charenton, Lhe eldeſt Miniſter thereof was com- 
manded&to leave Parss withid twenty four hours, and-immediate- 
ly. to depart the Kingdom. For this end, they put him into the 
Hands of. ore of the King's Footmen, with orders, not to leave 
him tillhe was out of his Dominions. His Collegues were little 
better treated's they gaye them forty eight hours to quit Paris, 


and then leftthem upon their Parole, The reſt of the Miniſters 


were allowed fifreen days'z but it can hardly.be believed to what 
Vexations and Cruelties they were all expoſed. Firlt of all, they 
neither-permitted them to diſpole of their Eſtates,nor to carry a- 
' way. any of their Moveables or Efft&s ; nay, they diſputed them 
their Books/and priyate Papers, on-pretence;that they mult juſtifie 


their Books and-Papers did nor belong to the Conſiſtories wherein 


they ſexyd;mhichwas a thing impollible,ſince there were no Con- 
fiſtoriesthat then remained. Beſide, they would not give them 
leayetotake along with them either Father or Mother, Brother or 


Siſter, or any of their Kindred, though there were many of them 


Infirm, ;Decay?d: and Poor,; which could not ſubfiſt but by their 
means z they went fo far, az even to deny them-their own, Ch1l- 
dren, if they were above Seven Years Old 3 nay, ſome they took 
trom thenr;that were under that Age, and even ſuch as yethang'« 
upon their Mothers Breaſts. They refuſed them Nurſes for thc ir 
new born Infants, which the Mothers could not give Suck. 18 
{ome Frontier Places they ſtopped and Impriſoned them, upon 
uivers ridiculous pretences they muſt immediately prove,. that 
they were really the ſam- Perſons which their Cerithcates men- 


tioned, they were to know immediately, whether there were no. 
Criminal Proceſs or Informations againſt them ; they mult pre-. 
* & GL Ee ien;ly; 
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| ictimes after they had thus detained and*amuf 
hem, they were rold, thar- the Fifteen dayes of the Edi@®Were 
" expirct}; and that they ſhould not have Liberty to retire, but muſt | 
-0 td the Gallies. There is no kind of Neceit and Injuſtice which 
racy did not think of toinvolve them in Troubles. 
_-  Astothereft, whom the Force of Perſecution and hard Uſage 
conſtrained to leave their Houſes and Eſtates, and tofly the King- 
' dom, it is not-to be imagined what dangers they expoſed thetn to. 
Never were Orders more ſevere or more ſtrict, thenthoſe that 
were given againſt them. They doubled the Guardes1n Poſts, Ci- 
ties, High-wayes; and Foatds, they covered the Country with 
Sontdires, they Armed even the Peaſants to ſtop thoſe that paſſed, 
or to kill them : They forbad all the 'O ficers 'of the Cuſtoms to 
ſufferany 'Goods, Moveables, Merchandize, or other EffeQts, to 
paſs. In a Word, they forgot nothing that could hinder the light 
of the preſecuted, even to the interrupting almoſt all Commerce 
with Neighbouring Naiions. By this means: they: quickly filled 
all the Priſons in the Kingrom; for the fear of the Dragoons, 
the Horror of ſeeing their Conſciencs forced, 'and their Chil- 
dren taken away, and of living for the future in a Land where 
there was neither Juſtice nor Humanity for them, obliged every 
one to think of an eſcape, and to abandon all to fave.their Per- 
ſons: All theſe poor Priſoners have beer ſince treated with un- 
 herdofRigours, ſhut up in Dungeons, loaded with heavy Chains 
almoſt ſtarved with Hunger, and deprived" of all Converſe, but 
that of their Perſecutors.. They put many into Monaſteries, where 
they experience none of the leaſt Cruelties : Some there are ſo 
happy as to dye in the mideſt of their Torments, 'others haveat 
laſt ſunk under the Weight of the Temptation, and fomie by the 
extraordinary Aſſiſtance of Gods Grace, do ſtill ſuſtain it with an 
 Heroick Courage. ' 7-3 oO FH | 
Theſe have been the Conſequences of this new Edi& in this 
reſpect ; but who would not have belived that the Twelfth Ar- 
ticle would have ſheltred the-reſt of the Reformed ; that had a 
mind ſtill to ſtay in the Kingdom. ſince this Article expreſly aſſures 
them, that they may live there, continue their Trade, and injoy 
their Eſtates, withont being troubled or moleſted upon pretence 
of their Religion. Yet ſee what they have ſince done; and yer do 
to theſe poor Wretches. They have not recalPd the Dragoons 
and other Soldires which they diſpatched into the Provinces be- 
| | fore \ 
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Fury they do in 


 Thediligence of the Procurer-General and Magiſtrates, not 
ſucceeding ſo fully as they wiſt'd, though Threats and Menaces 
were not wanring ; ounſteur Seignelay, Secretary of State, would 
alſo try-what influence he could have within his Diviſion at Parz-. 
For this end, he got together about five, or ſix fcore Merchants, 
-andothers, into his Hoyſe ; and.after having ſhut the doors, forth- 
_ with preſentfthem with the form of an Abjucation, and com- 
manded them in the Kings Name to Sign it ; declaring, that they 
ſhould not ſtir-ovt of Doors till they had obeyed. The Con- 
tents of this Form were, not only thar they did renounce the He- 
Teſy of Calvin, and enter iinto the'Carholick Church, but allo, 
that they didthis-voluntarily, and without being forced or com- 
pelled to it; - This was done in an Imperious manner, and with 
_ an Airof Authority ; yet there/were ſome that dared'to ſpeak, 
but they were ſharply anſwered, That they were not to diſpute it, 
| but to obey : So that they all Sign'd before they went our. . 
To theſe Methods they added others more terrible, as er 
p _ Wher | | aCYUai 


"& © 
"8. 


4 a Y * : 
* J "hu x D 8 . y & of ” oa : 
” #7. . 
- N 4 
& *% , ” _—_— 
PE N WO is 
A; y Fe x 2 ad # * -*. % 


hey confined them to their 


their mouths have profeſt, and their hands-figned. As to ſuch that 
© have eſcaped into Forreign Countries, who are at leaſt 150000 
Perſons, their Eltates are Confiſcated., this being all the burt 
which can be done to themat preſent; Iſay, at preſent; for ?tis 
not io he queſtioned, but: our Perſecyutors are, contriving to.eX- 
tend their Cruelties farther. But we, muſt hope the; ampaſli 
ons of God; that whatſoever Intentions they. Antas eva deſbroy- 
ing the ProteFFant Religion in all places, he will not-permit them 
to effect their deſigns. The World will ſurely open its Eyes; and 
this which they now Come from doing with a high hand, and - 
| worſe 


q -» F 
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other, | 
hat ſhall el 


only the Proref ants 4b but the King*s Honour ſullicd, tis 
Countries damnibted,. a 


For to begin witiythe King himſelf : What could be mort con- 
trary to his Dignity, than to put him upon breaking his Word, 


and perſwading him,that he mig't with a ſafe Conſcience,violate. 
- revoke and annul ſo Sulemn an Editt as that of antes. 
--Topalliate in ſomeſort the violence of this proceeding, they 


make him ſay in this new Edi&t, That the beſt and oreateſt part of 
the Reforwd Rell $100, has tmbraced the Catholick.; and therefore the 
Execution of the Edit of Nantes, and what ſoever elſe has been done 
in favour of the ſame Religion, remains void. But is not this an 
Elufion unworthy of his Majeſty ; ſeeing, that if the beſt and 
greatell..part of his SubjeQts of the Reformed Religion have im-> 
braced the Catholick,, they have done it by force of Arms, and 
by. the cruel arid furions Oppreſſion which his own Troops have 
laid ypon them. Ng 

. Perhaps, one might-thus ſpeak ; Had his SubjeCts changed their 
Religion of their own free will, although that in this caſe too, 
the Priviledges of the Edit continue for thoſe that remain. But 
| , after having forced them to change, by the horcible Inhumanities 
of his Dragoons ; after having deprived them of the Liberty 
which the Edict Bave them; to ſay coldly, that he only revokes 
the Edict;becauſe it is now uſeleſs, is a Raillery unbefitting fo great 
a Prince ; for *tis'as muchas ifhe ſaid, that he was indeed obliged 
to continue to his Proteſtant Subjects all the Privitedges due to 
_ them; but having himſelf overthrown them by a major force, he 

nds himſelf at preſent lawfully and fairly diſ-ingaged from this 
BL eg Which is juſt as if a-Father, who himſelf had cut hs 
Childrens Throats, ſhould glory in the being henceforward freed 
from the care of nouriſhing and, proteCting them. Are other 
Rings wont thus ta expreſs themſelves in their Edi ? = 
= hat they make bim moreover ſay, to wit, That Henry the 
Great, his Grandfather, gave only the Edift of Nantes to ? he Pro- 
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teſtants, 
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thence, but theſe following Propoſitions : That Hemy the 


the Peace of the Pirenees, till this time, according to the Abgg: 
a 


projeQ, but of a projeR far more antient than we Imagine, ſeeing 
we muſt date it from the Ecict of Nantes, and/aſtend up to 
Henry the Great.: 1a fine, That what has been till now, has been 
a great Myſtery, but is not one at preſent ; ſeeivg the King by. 
this new Edict, diſcovers it toall the World, that he'may beap- 
planded for It. ON” ante pp 2M 
Will it not be acknowledged, that the Enemies of France, who * 
are willing to diſcredit the Conduct of its Kings, and render them. 
odious to the World, bave now a happy opportunity. Henry the 
Great gives his EdiCt to the Proteſtants with the greateſt ſolemni- 
ty imaginable, he gives it tothem as a Recompence of their Set- 
vices ; he promiſes ſolemnly to obſerve it; and, as if this was not 
enough, he binds himſelf hereunto with an Oath'; he. executes it 
to the utmoſt of his power, and they peaceably enjoyed it to the 
end of his Reign : Yet all this is but a meer Snare, for they are to 
| be Dragoon#at a proper time : But being himſelf furprized by 
Death, he could not do it, bur leaves it in charge'to Lewis the 
13th, his Son. - Lewis the Thirteenth aſcends the Throne, iſſues _ 
out his Declaration immediately, that he acknowledpes the Fa 
Auhnitnt I | of 
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t in their promiſes 
and Treaties; for.if they deal thus with their own'Subjes, if 
they careſs them: only to:ruinethem, what may Steangers expe&t 
from?em. Conſider:-we a while what they make the King ſay, 
That at his firſt-coming'to the Crown, he was in the deſign which 
he now-comes from executing. . They: would fay without doubr, 
from the time he aCtually:took in-haind the Reins of Government 3 
for.he- wastoo 'yonng; before, te. enter perſonally on any deſign 
of this'nature : :he-entered thereon: then preſciſely at the time, 
when'the Civil Wats:were ended. But; what does this mean, but 
that he-undertook this deſign, at the very time when the Proteſt 
ants! came from! rendring him-the moſt important Service Sub- 
&Cts were ever capable :of> They! came” from- rendring him: the 
higheſt teſtimonies of Loyalty,when the greateſt part of his other 
Subjects had taken np- Arms: againſt him. They had vigorouſly 
| Oppoſed" his Enemies*progrefs ; rejeRed the moſt advantagious 
otters, kept Town for him - 'yea whole Provinces; received 
his Servants. ahd; Officers. into theiv Boſoms, when'"they could 
not find fafety-elfewhere ; ſacrificed theiv Eſtates-to- him,” therr 
Lives, their, Fortunes; and-in«2-word; done- all! with*fach a 
Zeal, as becomes faithful Subjects in ſo dangerousa conjuhCare . 
And this is. the time. when the King enters- on thedeſigaof x 
8 a E. EE Q: 


.ynchmil te: re aiatgraking; mwſthe 
ta Nis important Seoret,avid all Ezrope beſides ? For raltboog 
.the SProreſants {STIR in'this occaſionibut- their Duty, 
4t: could. "_- be imagined Ws. oy ſhould be made- their 
Crime,and drag ro from -whencehould-come 
their rou arm He out of Darkneſs ; but the 
uacbroſtran. I olicich ks of France, on the contrary, have brought 

Darkneſs out of Light. - However, they-cannot-deny, but'that in 
thisnew Edit, wel Kingiis: made to-ſay, Heibus ene an the def 
to deſtroy#he Proteſtant Partiys 52: tbe very #45me mherein they have 
Seri dam diſt fonguifh ;d\ hemſtkves withigreat Succeſs, for rhe I1- 
of the Crowy: ich will 17s. range enough tb 
tin Men-for Reflexion, as well within, zs without/the King- 
Jn/ and will ſkew them what Uſes made of Services,and what 
Recom cis to be exppRtedifor them:, - 
But-we ſhallſay 20 mane iof the- Expuciſions 4 ofthe new Edia, 
but rather confider:the Matter of its - Was everia worſe and har- 
der-uſage; thiathat which we haveſuffered for the ſpace of twen- 
ty years; which/haye been imployed-in:formingithe late Tempeſt 
which has fallen vponus.. It has been a continual Storm of De- 
ccrees, Edits, Declarations, Ouders,: Condemnation of Churches, 
Deſolation of Temples, Civ and Grimiital Proceſſts, Impriſon- 
on Banz/hments, - Penances,. Pecuniary Mults, Privation of 
Offens and Employs, depriving Parents of their Children, 
and all thoſe: other Perſecutions which we:have already _ 
ing woul 


ſumm'd uÞ-; We were tald none hand, that the K 
contiane to us. the Edi& of Nantes, andihe delivered hintelf on 
toy (Occaſions to: thateffett/: and onthe other had, we were 
to fuller jn dur Eſtates, 'our Reputations, our Perſons, our 
Families, in our Religion, and our Cooſciences, and all che wa 
_ andindire@t ways, by unheardof [nventions, by dons | 
publick Vexati e124 and Jometimes underhand: , and Y" 

il and becouſe this wi 


this hier the Veil of the King's Authority, 
ywell the Authority of Kinph 


a We: 'know ver 
pg ns .and Sahmiſſion with which -we Mull x 


ans $- And;therefare:have we: during alltheſe anſ 
Dade a Patzanee, | and an Obatirae fo ſo Remar j 


© 4.great IONOUT 
DSS WO would: have 
" Goyern t not their. 


Tamer mh mp jece lms They-are not for putting all. to 
certainty, falling all p 46es.y nh ion-and Terrour. , They 
ſeek not:their Satisf; h Teirrand Grows of thelt. Inno 
cent peopte;; nor areche Rong with keeping their Subjects in 


a perpetual agitation os loye notto have t oy amen og. 
with -tertour, nor meditate contingal deſigns of exti gre 
who giveconſtant and unqueſtionable proofgof theiployglty;much 
lefs;to invent:.cruel projets,which like Mines, in their timy We 
ftroy their own. natural Subje#s 3 for what elſe va Baey,s 
 andequivacal Declarations, Connter-Orders, and revocative FO 
_ - There arethree things 'very remarkable, in this whole, Aﬀair:; 
Thefirſk i is, that as long as: they have. becn.only-i in the may, the 
trae Authors of the; Perſecution have: not.:concealed themiclves, 
butithe King as much as-they: could 2- ?Tis:true, the, Decrees, 
Edits; and Declarations, and: other-things,, went under,” the 
Name. of his! Majeſty-; but--at the requeſt, of the. Agents, and 
FaQors forthe Clergy And whil tchey were buſicd in-theſe Mat- 


ters, the King Jealarsd openly. bis- ric of maintaining on 


 Edicts, and"that:?twas Fe ard which he. deſign?d.tq correct, 
Second i 1s, That when-they came! tothe laſt- Extremities, atato 
open Force; then they have concealed; rhemſelves-as.much as they: 
could, ferforth-the: King 3t hisfull length... There was nothing, 
| heard but theſe kind-of. Diſcourſes,” T 4 King wilkbave ut fo, the 
King has takgn'it un band, the. King proceeds Foeber than 1be Clergy. 
defires\ - By. theſei two: means they: have hacthe, Addrefs. to be: 


only chatg%l with.theleſſer parts of the Cruchies; and to. lay: the. 


__ violent 20d odious part at the King' 3doos. The third thing 
| which we ſhopld remark; is, That the bettes toobtain.theix cis; 


the; have-made it their buſineſs to; perſmade. the King, that, Ws 


Work would crown him with Glery;; whictis.a hoxtla ahuſe © 
his Credulityz af abuſe/ſo much the greater, by/how much Fe 
would not have themſelves thought the Authors of. this Cquocil;, 


and when any particular perſon of them is asKd this day, What | 


ew of them bur condemn it.. -. 
falſe an _ could they gize to: his Me: 
2 | 


they think.of it, there are 
In ar what mOFe 
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cauſed: in the -principal Towns of - the State ; althovgh this 
| be no- {mall miſchief : The Proteſtants made'vp a good part 
of the Trade, as well within the Kingdom as without , and 
were therein ſo mixt with the Catholicks, that their Afﬀairs 
were in a:manner inſeparable. They dealt as it wefe in Com- 


mon.,”when, theſe Qppreſſions came" upon them; and what - 


Confuſions:bave they nct produced? How many -induſtrious 
meaſures have they: broken? How many honeſt deſigns have they 


not-diſappointed? -How. many ManufaCtures ruined ? How many 


Bankrupts made ? and how many Families reduced to Beggary ? 
 Butthis is what the Oppreflors little trouble themſclyes about ? 
they have their Bread gained to their Mouths, they live in wan- 
tonneſs and eaſe ; and whilſt others dye with Hunger, thcir Re- 
. venues areaſcertain*d to them. But this hinders not-the Body of 
the Eſtate. to ſuffer, both in its Honour and Profit ; and we may 
truly ſay, that Four Civil Wars could not have produced ſo much 
Vaſchief, as time will ſhew to ſpring from this Perſecuiion. 

But we will leave the conſequence of this affair to.time, and 0n- 
ly ſay, That the Edit of Nantes, being a fundamental Lav of the 
Kingdom ; and an agreement between two parties, by a recipro- 
cal acceptation under the peacable Reign of Herry the Great, 
by the publick-Faith;' and by mutual Oaths, as we have already 
ſeen.; this muſt certainly be of ill example to the intreſt of the 
State: That after having made a thouſand infractions of it, It 
muſt be at length revok*d; 'canceld and annuPd, at the motion 


of a Cabal; who abuſe their intreſt ; and hereby make them- 


ſelves fit for enterpriſing, and executing any thing. After os 


to:for P 


\ 


obligations to Ged,as well asto Men; *tis to declare openly,” that 
there are'no longer any ties.or promiſes in the world; And this is: 
no.more than the wiſe will eafily comprehend, and I doubt/not. but: 
they have done it already. fa. 

Some perhaps may make an objection on-this occafion, which 
*twill be good to-anſwer, which is, that-as. the Edi&; confiderit 
how-we wll, is become only a Law of State/by Henry the Great's: 
Authority ſ04t, may likewiſe be-reyok?d and annuPdby Lewis the 
14th his Grandſon andSuceeſſor.For theſe things may be ended by 
The ſame meangthey have been-begun. If Herry the Great ones 
* EH Em Wee one 
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and the Maſtets to'make it d yr on their wills. 
reat neyer-employed the force of Arnis to make the 
Gerd fo conſent to it ; and though ſince his death, under the 
minority of Lewis the 13th,there have'bin Aſſemblies of the States 
General, the Ed4;& has remained in'full force z *was then, as we 
have already aid, a fundamental Law of the Kingdom, which the 
King-coald not touch. er ſing this were not a wotk ground» 
ed on the bare Authority © enry, Sihich is falſe, it does not there 
rite that his pre Jo Maj y can revoke it, The Edit is a 
'al Promiſe, which Henry the Great made to the Reformiſts of 

tis gee for hitnſelf as his Sacceffors forever ; as we 
have a eady ſeet ; and conſequently thisis a condition or heredi- 
tary Debt, char uk on. himſelf and Poſterity. -Moreover, it is 
not true, . that. - the Great has abooys Ooh any Thing in the Go- 
yernment of rhe State, when he: of Conſcience to 
hisSubjets z for this Liberty i is matt of ons and 'more invi- 
olable than all Edits, ſeeing that it is a right - $397 Ae 
has permitted a publick exerciſe of the Reformed Religlon 3 brt 
this exerciſe was eſtebliſhed in the' Kingdom be bs, bs CR, 
and if he has Ay" Privitedges of the Reformed, as with- 
out doubt he has, be did not do it withont the Conſent and Ap» 

robation of the State /; and has herin violited nothing 
=] zgements. But tisnotthe ſame with Lews the 12th. 
5 own pure Atthotity, makes a real and -findamental 
concurrence of one part of his Eſtate, an 

conſult Byte geber 3 ; hereby violating his own En- 

g 


axetents, thoſe m, and even Laivs of Nature 
too. 1n fine, if tighten Ara Thar? 
Tive at the Revocation in qoeſ3sy 8 


ecutors ofi ofa 
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means bave been uſed to ar- 
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ther deſing, another. paſſion to ſatisfie, another vengeance to.ex- 
ecute ; and. then,, wo be. to them who ſhall oppoſe it ; for the 
Dragoons will not forget their Office... RE EO VRY OyRNPT 7 — TR 
To theſe two RefleCtions, which  reſPect the French King and. 
his States, we may-add a third, which will have regard 'to th 
Intereſts of Kings, Princes, and other powers of_Europe, as. well. 
of one as of other Religion. . We. ſhall not -be much miſtaken, 
if we ſay., that they have a common and general.concerttherein z. 
inaſmuch as theſe skilful Artiſts in miſery, do.as much as they, can, . 
to trouble the gaod underſtanding that {s betwwixe them. arlohels ; 
People. Weare perſwaded, that their wiſe and juſt Governmenc 
- will, in this reſpett, put them. beyond all fear -:. but. this hindex 
not examples ofthis nature, from being always miſchievous,and - 
naturally tending to beget in the minds of the Vulgar, ( who com- 
monly judg only of oe in general ) ſuſpitions. and diſtpyſts of - 
their. Soveraigns, as if they. drean'd ofnothing but, devouring. 
their. Subjects, and delivering tkem up to the Diſcretiqn, or ra; 
© ther, the Fury of their Soliders, The greater, moderation-and 
© = Juſtice that Princes haye, the leſs they are obliged to thoſe who. 
> furniſhpeople with matter for. ſuch. dangerous thoughts, which 
WT mayproduce very ill Effefts.. 
+. Beſide, is it not certain, that tlie: Princes and States.of Europss 
| cannot without a great deal of:pleaſure ſee France, which makes. 
{ Jogreat a Figure 1n the affairs of the World, ang gives them ſo 
powerful an influence, now put her ſelf into ſuch a condition, as 
* That no juſt Meaſures can-be taken from her ?, For afizr faſcan- 
* Cdalous and publick a violent. of.the word. of three Kings, and 
of the publick- Faith, what Cerdit.can be given for the fiture, to 
her. Promiſes or Treaties ? It, will not - be ſufficient to ſay, that. 
they will have no. force but what Intreſt inſpires ;. bit that the 
: PITES 3. but ney 
ll hereafter.depend.on the Intereſt or Capriciouſneſs .of 4 my 
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taey have not {pared there own country-men, with whom they 
had daily Commerce, who were ſerviceable to therg, will they 
a ara ?:Will they have more reſpe&tETruces or 
 Conventaons of four;days Franſattion, thai ra-an Edit of an 
_ hundred years continuance, and that the moſt Auguſt and'Solkemn 
that ever was; which yet- they made no other uſe of then to 
amuſe a People, and to involve them more {urely in an utter De- 
ſolation ? Methinks they have reſolv'd to bring things to this 
paſs, That there being no more Faith'to be had in Fraxce, all her 
Neighbours ſhould be continually zpon their Gaurds 2ginſt her, 
aud the more ſo.when ſhe promiles, then when ſhe threatens 3 
more 1in-Peace then in War ; ſo that there is.no more hopes of 


being at quiet, but what the Surety of Hoſtages, or the diminu- 


tion of. her Forces can give. | Fz 
_ - This being ſo-i0» reſpect: of all-Princes and States in-generaf, 
what, may the Proteſtant Princes and'States-in particular think) 
bur that it is the deſign of Fraxce to ruine them all; 'and'to make 
no ſtopill ſhe has devoured them. 'Every: body knows, that the 
Proteſtant Princes underſtand their Intereſts well enough, to be 
able to diſcern them through the Clonds, wherewith they: would 
Cover them 3 andtis not. doubted but? they rſee, that this is be- 
inning. or, Eſſay, which France:expetts: ſhortly -to give the laſt 
Rroak to. The Court. there has ſuffered it ſelf to be-poſſefs'd 
with groſs Bigotry, and a falſe Zeal of Catholiciſm. Tis the 
Genius a-la-mode ;. each there is: become a perſecutor, even to 
Fire and. Sword ; and there are. ſome-/perſwaded, that this ſhall 
weigh down the Ballance.,: Vain Shory is no fina}} lagredient in 
this deſign, Policy thas her, Proſpects, and Myſteries in it too. 
andas theſe ProſpeaAs thave;no Bounds, ſo her. Myſteries want 
not. inviſible. Springs, and. ſurpriſing , ways, which ſhe will joyn 


when ſhe pleaſes to. the Power of Arms.:She thinks the'Seaſon 


is ripe,and ſhe needs only to dare.;The eaſineſs; ſhe, has-found in 
making Conqueſts and Converſions ſwells her Courage, and-al- 
ready ſometalk of nothing but a further progreſs in ſo faira ways 


s .* 


thence drayy their juſt Concluſions: - 


Judgements, not to ſee how much they: ſharp-in this Aﬀeair, -ſt 
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"Tis to be hoped-that Proteſtant Princes and States wilt from . 


. As to Catholick Princes and. States; /they have too'ſagacions . 


Wall.«.! 


50 ay. eu 
Veoh 264 208 
IL TY, 


Ja oa nl Who ſign ro'deſtroy ne Catholic 

Tower ota gue not theſe ſuſpitions,if they ye 

ill ro ze her ſelf by tre arreT 4 4dr 
wwhich-at Me bottoms but a Mask, they may ready be aſſured, 
thar they are loft: It will ſighifie little toſays' We are good C athe- 
licks at well as you, this will not ſecure them from Dragoons, all 
that will hot take the Yoke ſhall be Herericks ; nay, wo than an 
Heretick ; for now the From Herefie is not to (bit : Spam, 
Germany and Italy already know this in ſome meatige. * 

Bot will itnot be thonght a Paradox; if to all that that we have 
ſaid, we add; "Thar the Pope hiinfelf, and the whole Body of the 
the Reman Church, tind themſelves ſaſibly intereſted in the Per- 
ſecution of us, And yet we will ſay nothing herein, but what is 
evident Truth, and which thewiſeſt- of the Roman Catholicks muſt 
agree to. For is it not the worſt Character that can be giyen of 
the Roman Cleigy, to repreſent them as an Order of Meh, who. 
not, only-cannotendureany thing that is not ſubje@ t6'thentin a 
Religious, but alfo in Civil Soctery; as Men that are not content 
to Anathematize all that diſpleaſe them, but deſign nothing ſo 
Much as to exterminate ther, not only to exterminate them, but 
alſo to fotcetheir Conſciences, and inſpire their Opinions, and 

Propopme their way of Worlhip by the knocking Arguments of 
ras and Steves; as art Orderof Men who have neirher Faith 
nor Juſtice, who promiſe only to deceive, who for a while curb 
© their Fury only, that afterward they may the more inſult, that in 
>  Peaceas wellas War contrive only to overtarn and deftroy, that 
make Alliarices only to ſurprize, and finding themſelves mow 
Powerful,-detiy; thoſe they have ſac , the Libert 
eſcape. Theſe are the exa®t Feitures and Golours by w which 
the Roman Clergy may be eaſily known, if we Judge of them by 
the: Perſecution in Erance, the like whereof was never ſcen'to 
this day : The e/£gyptions and Aſſyrians once dthe 1/r4- 
el:ts, bat forced them not to embrace the Worhip of their Idols; 
they contented themſelves with im them Slaves, without do- 
ing violence to their Conſcicences. The Heithetis and the Jews 
perſecuted the Primitive Chriſtians, forced their 'Conſciences in- 
Yeed, but they had never granted them an £44#, nor by p' 
ting them did violate the Publick Faith , nor” 
to maketheir eſcape by _— 'The Arvian, ettclly peta 


7 \ p- was wy 
Trked chemſelvesin in 


binds; 1m ofthe Ki 
a War, and c« e 
heir Anceſtors came. 


ſed dreadful C oteſtants of the Seventeen. Pro- 
_ vince$, buthe' | yy nor vilbated any: 
Edit; and atthe mm ſt, Death was their Releaſe. The Inquiſi-- 

tion is to this day in Speix and Zaly, but they are Countries, in 
which no Religion, beſides the. Romar, was ever permitted by: 
Edits, and if the Inquiſirots may be accuſed of Violence and Crus. 
elt, yet they cannot convicted of Perfidiouſieſs.. 

But j in this laſt Perſecurion of France, there are Five things that 
7, the Mind with Horror ; they make the Co clences and Ug 

n of. Men to depend. Soveraignly upon the Will of aK 

ho woilate a Faich Anthentickly {yorn-to, they. force! men to. 
Hypocrites, and wicked, by ſcemiag to embrace a reli Won which 
they abhor 3 they prohidit all Flights or retiting-out of the Kin p- 
dom ; they do not put to Death, but preſerye Life to oppreſs it 
wich longer Tarments. If after this the -Court of Rame and its. 
Clersy., diſperſed over the reſt of Exrop diſclaim not. ſaodious 
and fo.criminal .a;Condu&.; if they.con KA ic not. it will be an 
indeliable Stain-to the Honour of their Religion. -Not only Pro- 
teſtants, who are of 2 different Commynzon, out alſo an jnfinite- 
panther oftheis own CC atholicks, wiſlbe mightuly ſcandaliz £9 

at 2. nay, eventhe Turks and Fems and P4 {gens willziſe up 1 
ment againſt them, They may already.-know what. they. oper 
condemned of, in what paſſed in che Council of Conftanss.concern> 
ing Fobn Huſs, and Jerom of Prague, whom they put;t0. 5 01s 
_ notwithſtanding the fafe Condut of; the Emperor Sig4 
but there is omerhingg reater hers: There Pry, Ipod 
concerned, here r 
_ ifthey had. done 
their Death with Joy and Comfort The Council . 
thority greater than Sg:/aun'ds, but there cannot be /p1 
_ Mneabovethat W_ has cake our Blict, 


-4ih{t ſorhe lamentable 
down and worſhip?! -* 


there are found credible pertons enough to/bzHeve it. * But L pray - 


what likelihood is there, that a 150000 perſongralready gone 'out 


of Frayce, without" anything conſtraningthens to'it; ſhould leave 
"their Houſes, their Lands of Inheritance, theif Effects, and ſeve- 
ral their. Wives and Children, for to wander aboutthe World, 
and lead a miſrable Life for a humour. Is there:any. RIITTy 
wh IN | tnat 
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elves tot 


baſſadors and'Envoys of, Foreign Princes; ſhould lye/all of theniime. 
conſorc.in telling them this mews;wherein-there'is-no truth? But 1 
Prayolk In France the Proteſtants thus voluntatily and without'con- WO 
_ RratatC?2vge rherr Religion, & that the Dragoons are call'd im only = 
as their good Frientds,whence fappens this ſo tri and gentralgnard | 
on the Froxtzers, to-hinder Peoples departure? How isritthat the! = 
Priſons of the Kingdom are craned with Fugitives {topt by-the 8 
way. Whence is it,that:thoſe-who have chang'd; are:watch'd with ,.— 
ſuc great care to hindertheirflight ; to the obliging them to de-; Þ 
polit Jums of. money to ſecure:them from the ſuſpition of it? Fhis ” 
muſt be an Epidemical Diſtewper that has ſcized on: his Majeltiezs * ali 
Subjects, that (ſhall, make them fly;thus without -reaſoin? !But/is- | 
not this a fine cover, to ſay that-the Proteſtants! have themſelves 
calPd in the Dragoons, to have the better pretenceto:Change their: 
Religion ? It.is about ten, or more years ſince there wasa Banker 
up to traffick-for Souls. Mr. Peliſox has for a long iime bezn'the: 
great. dealer of Paris, inthis Infamous:Trade of 'purchaſing:Gon= 
yerts. . Theſe Conyerſions. have of late been theionly:way of gain= 
ing applauſe,,and recompenceg at Court, and ina; word a. tneans 
of rating ones Fortune j and yet we mult be told, that avſtead ot 
being Converted by theſe eaſte ways, we bad rathetchoofethe 
help of . Dragoons, that is of being pillag'd. At lealtlet any one 
tell us, why. ſince theſe pretended voluntary Converſions, the Pea» 
le not willing togoto Maſs, they haye been obligeto ſend'tnom | MA 
Tr oops, -and-uſe them with the ſame deyerity/as before-5 1% oO 
_ This is ſo-groſs and palpable an untruth, | that others have'un- <a 
dertaken to defend theſe Vjolences,, as being naturally:of--the ge- 
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by this example, that their Religion obliges him-to-betray and ſyr- 
prife the Proteſtants, when They can do it unpaniſhed ; and Fnock 
out their Brains if they will not chang their Religion. They arm 
- the Proteſtant againſt the Cataolick ; for after all, what Peace 
 and+Society :can we have with People, who not onely _ no 
' Conſcience to break their Faith ; but-on the contrary, make it a 
caſe vf Conſcience to break it, when they ſhall find occaſion_ 
 Fhus have they by-their Dragoons deſolated a Kingdom, and 
plundered above a- 100 thouſand Families. Do we think'this me- 
thod, is pleaſing to him, whom we both ownto be the Author 
ef our Faith; he has faid, That he will not ſuffer Hell Gates tori- 
ne his Church ; but he has not ſaid, he will open Hell Gates for 
the propagating bis Church. Now if there were-any thing that 


looks like the Gates of Hell, itis the Perſecution of France, | 
.  Whatſoever Antipathy'there may be between the Sce of Roze 
. and us, we will not believe that the preſent Pope has had any 
part, or that the Storm has fallen on us from him; We know he 
is a m11d Prince, and; his temper leads to more moderate Councils 
tanthoſe of his Ptedeceſſors. Moreover we know, 'the Clergy 
of France do not always confult bim'inwhat they undertake x 
we have had often offered to ns, what has bcen-donepgainſt Rome, 
18duce us to fabmir our. ſelves to the King's-will in theſe other 
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- "He Jowe ver is certain the Proteſtants of Has are te moſt 
tre ry jet of publick cottpaſſion, the world eyer knew. Scitic 
. and lament under a hard Slavcr Tl: which they would will ty 


thange for Irons in- Algiers or Tyrkie, For thete the would 
| be forcedto turn ins and might fill cnttshtain ſomel 
of Liberty by the way of ranſom. Others are whe, 


firange C ounttes, ſtript of there S$, ſcperated in a FEY 
bility, for ever from their Parents, wir Ration and Friends 


whom they have lor in the moſt doleful condition imaginable. 
_ Husbands haye left their Wives, and Wives their Husbands 
Fathers their Children, and Children their Fathers. We bave 


ſeen our Eſtates yaniſh | our honeſt ways of living, 


A hing lefe vs but our miſerable Lives. and 
are e ſupported ythe Charity of our Chriſtian Brethren, 
& all cheſe Afliftiong we are not deſtitute of Com- 
any did, do truely ſuffer for Conſcience ſake 
Perlecutorg not being able to charge us” 
We have ſerved onr King and the, 


ever 
F- Gd 


> An or our fellow Citizens, they haye 
comple ""\ Twenty years :ogether 
an unexemplar Patience "aft thoſe 


furious and dreadfull orms a- 
foremeh loned. Andwhen in Y5varerz ang Cevenres, ſome have 


nſelves bound inConſcience to preagh. on the Ruines of 
egally demoliſhe, .their ſmall number, which were 
| and Children, has only ſerved to 
eo 3 more. the Ref ignation and Obedience of our whole Body. 
E latter Storms wehave been like Sheep, inoccnt and withou 
. We chencomfort our ſelves in the Jultice of our Caule, ; 
ortioent under it. © 
ort our ſelves likewiſe in the Chriſtiar Coinpalſion 
by Forrein Princes, and more eſpecially ofhis Majeſty of 
England, who has received vs into his Countries, ſuccoured and re- 
 livedus,and recomended our diſtreſſed Conditions to all his Subjects, 
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neſs. We have ſubmitted to the Lays and 
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